Interview with Vera Meganack 1 (Translated by Susan LaBelle)

BN:	“My name is Becky Norman Today is Friday may 29th I am here recording Vera Meganack, and Vera is going to talk about traditional stories – or growing up, and I’m using an H4 zoom and..”
VM:	“Long time ago, Father Moonin told stories. Someday you’ll watch movies in a small box.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]	“That’s when we didn’t have TV’s. Taumi, and then he told us…”
	“Then there’ll be toilet in the house”
	“Then I think, (footi expression) it’s gonna stink. And I think of him every time I watch TV and I go bathroom in the bathroom. I could not imagine that. And he said…”
	“Someday you’ll turn a light on with a finger, and we wondered why he was talking like that”
	“Man I daydream about him”
	“He told us stories after church”
	“Look at me now”
	“We’ll be lucky. Look at me now, I’m comfortable in my new house. And he called the lights in the house. You’ll have lights in the house”
	“That’s what we used to use, those lanterns and I was wondering how is that possible, to me, I was young. I couldn’t imagine a house like that. Now look at me I got a beautiful house. I got lights everywhere. And when I turn the lights on”
BN:	“The elder’s talked long time ago that you’ll be able to see something out of a box”
VM:	“You’ll be able to talk far away long distance. He was talking about phones and CB’s. Today they don’t use CB’s they use phones. 
	“My mom…”
“We used to hike to Nanwalek. Sometimes my mom would catch a grouse – Those hens - How do they say those?”
BN: 	“Is it Grouse?”
VM: 	“Yeah”
	“3, 4 she would bring when we walk on the beach. And when we go to the beach we would pick bidarkies fill the big bucket full. Grandma would sit down on the floor and work on them and we would help her. What am I gonna tell you? My dad used to hunt. We never ate store food. When the dogs would bark my dad would tell them “Come on let’s go!”…” 
“Come on let’s go!”
	“Him and the dog would get in the skiff, and go across the bay in the skiff - he’d go across the bay - rowing across before the outboard came. In about an hour he’d bring a big porcupine and the dogs would smell”
	“From up here. My mom used to have a house right where my house is. It was a nice house to live in, but man…”
	“It was a nice house, but the oil overpowered me. They wouldn’t let us eat store food, they would always hunt and gather. The house would leak sometimes. They wouldn’t let us eat store food – always hunting. When he (my dad) stopped hunting bears, sometimes he would bring us seal, sometimes he would bring fish.”
	“He used to provide for the whole village.”
	“Everyone he would feed.”
	“Give em a little piece just to fry…”
	“That way my husband…”
	“Like my dad”
	“My husband, like my dad he hunts and he gets wood
	“Geez, I cried first time I saw him when he was pulling a tree home”
	“With no leaves”
	“Didn’t have nettles on it. He reminded me of daddy”
	“Then he used to take those out. He used to bring the wood up. Maybe that’s how he got sick. Broke his bone in the back and it got infected and turned into cancer.”
	“That’s how my dad died. Of cancer, bone cancer.”
	(Talking to someone in the room) “You’re trying to take the snails out in a wrong way” (Dogs bark and are scolded). I was born inside the house. Mama used to argue “I wanted you to be a boy” and I got mad. I was put by the stove when I was born.”
	(Inaudible chatter)
	“Blueberry Jam”
	“My mom made blueberry jam onetime. When the plane came we went to go see it, and when we came back the jam was on fire. In the beginning jam was made that way…”
	“Before the jello came out…”
	“With lot of sugar. My mom. Just put sugar on”
	“Just sugar, never put jello in em”
	“Make the hot stove really hot.”
	“We’d pick a whole 5 gallons of blueberries, plitaq. Then my dad would have to go look for dry wood.”
	“The stove would be burning hard. That’s how it burned –caught on fire. My hands are stinging.”
	“I got health problems.”
	“I get tired”
	“I was trying to clean some to mix. You press it lightly and pull out.”
	“I’m teaching her sometimes. I’m having her eat snails, Helen.”
	(Inaudible laughter and chatter)
	“Maybe ‘cause she used to love em.”
“A long time ago they used to say, clams and snails, take em to the beach first and step on em.”
BN: 	“Why?”
VM:	“If you fall overboard you will float. Step on clam shells and snail’s shells too.
	“I didn’t get any”
	“There are plenty under Harvey’s place”
	“Out way to Fiona’s.”
	“Under Fiona’s place. (Api expression for when you’re hot) That’s enough ah? Okay.”

